he unstoppable process of
<4 peonomic globalisation gives
devéloping nations no choice but
0 Innovate ways 4o absorh thelr
wnemploved into their informal
GEonomies.

Estimates suggest that
hetween 40 percent and 80 per-
cent of the urban workforess of
develgping nations are in the
informal sectors.

Sireet vendors constitute a
significant share of this work-
farce. In Africa especially,
women represent the majority of
ihese vendors becauss they often
iack the necessary technical
skills to-do anything else inn the
informatl sector

Women generally have great
difficulty geiting training,
ereddit, market information and
other forms of support to help
them  reach bevond  such
survivalist activities as street
vending, shoe polishing and
sirest cleaning.
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up another
5 percent of”
tor workens;
12 pereerit of
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survivalist © =S
positions. TARINA
These fig- MAH

ures reflect a
gross dispro-
portion of informal sector work:
g women in elementary occu-
pations, primarily in sireet
vending.

With women from rural areas
joining the urban poor in search
of survival occupations, this
disproportion is worsening.

Street vendors are the most
visible aspect of the informal
economy. They are often regard-
ef a5 a nuisance, ohetructing the
flow of commerce, and as unwel-
come proof of the country’s
nnderdevelsument.,

& suctor

But they are stigmatised and

hdrassed by the police and
members of  the Dbusiness

community, largely because of

the failure of municipal corpora-

tidns and urban planners to
acknowledge the informal
‘s increasingly valuable
role in a strugghing economy.

In addition to credit, training,
markets and other enterprise ser-
vices, street vendors need a regu-
latory environment and strong
representative institutions (o
stipport their legal status,

They need vending licences
and vending zones earmarked in
city plans, as recognition of
their role as an integral part of
an urban distribution systen.

Thev need literacy, education
and social security programmes,

They need commissions run
by themselves in conjunction
with the pelice, to monitor
compliance with municipal
vending laws and to prosecute
vendors whe break those laws.

Recognising women’s role in informal economies

by accurate information. To this
end, Sewu is wo-ordinating
research on women sireet
vendors on behalf of a new
initiative called Women in Infor-
mal Emplovment: Globalising
and Organising (Wiago), el
which it is a member.

The data Sewy is collecting on
women street vendors includes:
their exact numbers, their
working conditions, the nature
and impact of current govern
ment interventions, vendors'
organising strategies and their
contribution to both the commer-
cial sector and the economy.

This research inittiative was
co-founded in early 1987 by the
Harvard Institute for Interna-
tional Development, the United
Mations Development Fund for
Women and the Self-Employed
Women's Association of India,

in collaboration with the
TASV Wiego proposes to address
hiases in policy and other areas
against street vendors, initially




