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Safe sex is

ast week's turn
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allow the ?m,oﬁwmw
be supplisd Emw,m mw\:é w o
South Africa is 10 be icomed,
aspecially af 37 time when fight-
ing Alds has become a nationa!
priority

AZT cuts the trapsmission of
the Alds virus from HIV-infcted
mothers to their balies by 50 per-
cent, The cut in coste of AZT w
have a positive effect on our eco
Qﬁw aitd on those of the v m.
\rica, where woma %_c n_%
worst affected by Alds because of
their powerlessness to negolic
the terms of safp sex,
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an essential 1 mgeredient for a

o in policy
wihern Provines,
Cape, KwaZulu Natal
est and Mpumalanga
DOOYest ans
vural provinces, whars
dominate in the populations
that small-scale farmers are
predominanty womsn who farm
on kess than 0,2ha of land 1o meet
the survival needs of their large
fmilies

In s0 doing, they contribute
not only towards household food
security but also tonational food
seC

E sub-Baharan Africa alone.
it is women who produce 80 ner-
cﬁz of all basic foodstufis. In
wnm F: 50 percent and
work in the rice
mamm by wamen. The
Ve ,a,o ? that women pro-
OVEer 34 percent of
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world's
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Moreover, after the
harvest, ruval women in
developimg countries are
almost entirely responst-
ble for storage, handling.

BE
stoeking, marketing and
processing. Thistrand in
the developing world is
undermining the stereo-
type of the farmer s &
male.

The loss of agrieul-
tural workers at the crucial pert
ods of planting and harvesting
can significantly reduce the siz
of the harvest, In those

countries
whers food security has bees an
{ssue hecause of drought. ANy 4
chines in household pry :%E.E
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An interssting study
has |
inZim gmwﬁ_ oh the effect of Alds
an small-g stmianagl
far m pr ot
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sate economy

& household had an Alds patient,
the household labour supply for
food production was s veraly
affected: on average, 29 percent of
household labour was on Alds
refated matters, ncluding care of
the patient and funeral duties. If
two people were devoted o nurs-
g duties, as oceurred in 48 per-
cent of cases, the fotal labour loss
Was 43 percent on average.
Another study on the econom-
impact of Alds on agricultuy
has heen completed in Malawi,
here 10 percent of gross domes-
tic product comes from commer-
eiul estate agriculiure. The study
predicts that, in the longer term,
:. 18 the negative effect on the
supply of skilled labour that will
be the strongest effest of Alds on
farming estates in Malawi.
The conclusion is inescapable:
in develoying nations, safe sey is
naces for safe economies,




